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Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Hope Lutheran Church Worship Service 
April 26th, 2026​ ​ 10:00 a.m.  

Live streaming on Facebook at HopeLutheranChurchCbus 

Zoom info: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87022443010?pwd=Vb20CctLVvbwCWNabXQoU9d1ebbgip.1 

Meeting ID: 870 2244 3010​ ​ Passcode: 681468 ​ ​ Tel: +1-309-205-3325 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87022443010?pwd=Vb20CctLVvbwCWNabXQoU9d1ebbgip.1
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WELCOME​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the 
sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our 
heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he 
spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the 
resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside 
still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring 
waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give 
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy 
and sorrow. Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that 
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN  ​    ​ ​ Savior Life A Shepherd Lead Us​ ​ (ELW 789)​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ The hymn is on the next page. 
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GREETING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE ​                 This is the Feast​                           (TFF pg. 48) ​ ​
This is the Feast, of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia.​ ​ ​ ​ ​
1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Whose blood set us free, to be people of God. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.​ ​
This is the Feast, of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia.​ ​ ​ ​ ​
2 Sing with all the people of God.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
And join in the hymn of all creation.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Blessing and honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.​​ ​
This is the Feast, of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia.​ ​ ​ ​ ​
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3 For the Lamb, who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia​ ​ ​ ​ ​
This is the Feast, of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
A: O God our shepherd, 
C: You know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. 
Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast 
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING ​                                      ​    ​ ​ Acts 2:42-47 
[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and 
signs were being done through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all 
things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord 
added to their number those who were being saved. 
R:  Word of God, Word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not be in want. 
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
and leads me beside still waters. 
 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
SECOND READING​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Peter 2:19-25 
It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering 
unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you 
endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. For to 
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 
that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his 
mouth.” When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in 
his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his 
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wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have 
returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
R:  Word of God, Word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (TFF pg. 32) 
Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter.​       
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: [Jesus said:] “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all 
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell 
you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the 
sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will 
come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
YOUNG PEOPLE SERMON 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY​   ​ Oh, Let the Son of God Enfold You​ ​   (TFF 105)​
​ ​ ​ ​ Please turn to 105 of your TFF hymnal. 
APOSTLES’ CREED​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  On the third day, he rose again.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A: Merciful God,  
C: Receive our prayer. 
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WE SHARE PEACE 
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
QUIET TIME​  

OFFERTORY​​ ​ ​ Let The Vineyards​                                  (TFF pg. 36) 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.​ ​ ​
Gather a harvest of seeds that were sown, that we may be fed the bread of life.​ ​
Gather the hopes and dreams of all, unite them with the prayers we offer.​ ​ ​
Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.​  

OFFERTORY PRAYER​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
A: Merciful God,​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: Accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table 
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: The Lord be with you.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: And also with you.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: Lift up your hearts.​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: We lift them to the Lord.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

SANCTUS​ ​ ​ Holy, Holy, Holy​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (TFF pg. 38) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, Lord God of power and might. 
Heaven and Earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

SHARING THE MEAL 

COMMUNION HYMNS   ​ I Am The Bread of Life​ ​ ​ (ELW 485)​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ You Satisfy the Hungry Heart​ ​ (ELW 484) 
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BLESSING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.​
C: Amen. 

CANTICLE​ ​ ​ Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise​ ​ (TFF pg. 41) 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell everyone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name 

Send us with your promises O God; 

and lead us forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving, with shouts of thanksgiving, 

With shouts of thanksgiving, Alleluia 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
A: Holy one,​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: Through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things 
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG ​     ​ ​ He Leadeth Me​ ​ (TFF 151)​  
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DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

+++ 
Liturgy and hymns reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2005. Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44026.  Hymns reprinted by permission from 
OneLicense.net.  License number A-720323.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Participants This Week​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Julianne Smeck​ ​ ​ ​                ​ ​ ​
Ministers:  All worshippers​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Bassist:  Dan Abell  Guitar: Kurt Keljo Drummer: Seth Daily  ​ Pianist: Caitlyn Couch 

Reader: Ruthanne Elencovf 
Worship Assistant: Denise Rector 
Acolyte:  Aubrey Fentress 
Usher:  Halima Linder 
Worship Leaders Next Sunday 
Reader: Susan Leonhart 
Worship Assistant: Janet Ligon 
Acolyte: Arianna Fentress 
Usher: Florine Castleman 
Phone Numbers 

Pr. Smeck: ​ cell​ 734.972.6126​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Hope Office:​ ​ 614.258.6634​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

PRAYER REQUESTS:   David Drumm, Rosie McDaniel, Peter Elencovf, Frank Nelson, Linda Davis-Stewart, 
Kevin Castleman, Grace Winfrey, Morris Scruggs, Karen and Travis Davis.  Billy Gilyard, Gloria Jones, Judy 
Smeck, Francene Travis, Monica Price, Margaret Belcher. 
 
BIRTHDAYS: ​ Doris Nelson (24th)​  
 
JUNTEENTH CELEBRATION​ We’ve been invited by siblings at First English Lutheran Church to host an 
afternoon event on Saturday, June 20th. Interested? We will meet after worship next week to talk and plan.  
 
BIBLE STUDY​ ​ Wednesday at 6:30pm! 
 
THE PASTOR’S SABBATH  is on Thursday and Friday each week. 
PROPERTY CONCERNS​  You can now communicate property issues via email 
(hopelutheranchurchproperty@gmail.com), the committee has decided one chairperson isn’t necessary. This is a 
strong team, and they will respond quickly. 
 
GIVE WITH THE VENMO APP ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
To give offerings and tithes via Venmo:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Download the Venmo app​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Set up bank account info, or debit card info​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Touch “Pay” or “Request” at the bottom​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Enter the church cell phone number. (614) 907-3869​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Church user name —  @HopeLilley-820                   ​ ​ ​ ​   
*Enter offering amount​ ​  
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