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Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
Hope Lutheran Church Worship Service 

July 19th, 2026​ ​ 10:00 a.m.  

Live streaming on Facebook at HopeLutheranChurchCbus 

Zoom info: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87022443010?pwd=Vb20CctLVvbwCWNabXQoU9d1ebbgip.1 

Meeting ID: 870 2244 3010​ ​ Passcode: 681468 ​ ​ Tel: +1-309-205-3325 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87022443010?pwd=Vb20CctLVvbwCWNabXQoU9d1ebbgip.1
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WELCOME​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the 
weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the 
day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and 
wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s 
table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: We confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore 
us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are 
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
C: Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN  ​    ​ ​ As the Grains of Wheat​ ​ (ELW 465)​ ​  
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GREETING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE ​                 This is the Feast​                           (TFF pg. 48) ​ ​
This is the Feast, of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia.​ ​ ​ ​ ​
1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Whose blood set us free, to be people of God. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.​ ​
This is the Feast, of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia.​ ​ ​ ​ ​
2 Sing with all the people of God.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
And join in the hymn of all creation.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Blessing and honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.​​ ​
This is the Feast, of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia.​ ​ ​ ​ ​
3 For the Lamb, who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia​ ​ ​ ​ ​
This is the Feast, of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
A: Faithful God, most merciful judge, ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: You care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us 
who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING ​                                      ​    ​ ​ Isaiah 44:6-8 
6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first, 
and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; let 
them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to 
come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8 Do not fear or be afraid; have I not told you from 
of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no 
other rock; I know not one.  

R:  Word of God, Word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 86 
Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 
give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
and glorify your name forevermore.  
For great is your love toward me; 
you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; 
they have not set you before their eyes. 
But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
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Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 
Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; 
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  
 
SECOND READING​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Romans 8:12-25​ ​ ​
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified 
with him. 18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own 
will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set 
free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children 
of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers 
together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for 
what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience.  
R:  Word of God, Word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (TFF pg. 32) 
Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 13th chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: 24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep 
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the 
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the 
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 
slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for 
in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them 
grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds 
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 36 Then 
he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows 
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the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
YOUNG PEOPLE SERMON 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY​   ​  Great is Thy Faithfulness ​​ ​  (TFF 283) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell.  On the third day, he rose again.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A: God of grace,  
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
WE SHARE PEACE 
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
QUIET TIME​  

OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ ​ Let The Vineyards​                                  (TFF pg. 36) ​
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.​ ​ ​ ​
Gather a harvest of seeds that were sown, that we may be fed the bread of life.​ ​ ​
Gather the hopes and dreams of all, unite them with the prayers we offer.​​ ​ ​
Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.​ 

OFFERTORY PRAYER​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
A: Loving God,​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: We offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: The Lord be with you.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: And also with you.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: Lift up your hearts.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: We lift them to the Lord.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

SANCTUS​ ​ ​ Holy, Holy, Holy​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (TFF pg. 38) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, Lord God of power and might. 
Heaven and Earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE MEAL 
COMMUNION HYMNS   ​ ​ You Satisfy the Hungry Heart​ ​ (ELW 484) 

BLESSING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
C: Amen. 

CANTICLE​ ​ ​ Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise​ ​ (TFF pg. 41) 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell everyone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name 

Send us with your promises O God; 

and lead us forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving, with shouts of thanksgiving, 

With shouts of thanksgiving, Alleluia 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
A: Compassionate God,​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C:  Through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of 
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, 
as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ​  ​ ​ Abide With Me​ ​   (ELW 629)​ ​  

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

+++​
Liturgy and hymns reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2005. Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44026.  Hymns reprinted by permission from 
OneLicense.net.  License number A-720323.  All rights reserved. 

 
Worship Participants This Week​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Julianne Smeck​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Ministers:  All worshippers​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Bassist:  Dan Abell     Guitar: Kurt Keljo      Drummer: Seth Daily  ​ Pianist: Robert Wade 
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Reader: Matt Hazzard 
Worship Assistant: Lawrence Hendrix  
Acolyte: Aubrey Fentress 
Usher: Barbara McDaniel 
 
Worship Leaders Next Sunday 
Reader: Ruthanne Elencovf 
Worship Assistant: Denise Rector 
Acolyte: Arianna Fentress 
Usher: Halima Linder 
 Phone Numbers 

Pr. Smeck: ​ cell​ 734.972.6126​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Hope Office:​ ​ 614.258.6634​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

PRAYER REQUESTS: Elizabeth Washington, Shirley Huber, Michel Leonhart, Peter Elencovf, Frank Nelson, 
Linda Davis-Stewart, Grace Winfrey, Morris Scruggs, Billy Gilyard, Gloria Jones, Judy Smeck, Francene Travis, 
Monica Price, Margaret Belcher. 
 
BIRTHDAYS: Halima Linder (19th)​ Vince Hendrix (20th)​ Lorri Hendrix (25th)​  
 
SECRETARY​ We are commencing our search for a new secretary.  It is a part-time position, two days in the 
church office for 2-3 hours each day.  A  complete job description is available. The compensation is $16 per hour.  
We are publicizing this in the synod newsletter, with Eastside Fellowship congregations, and on the Capital 
University job site.  If you know of someone with office skills and a flexible schedule, please let President Hendrix 
know. 
 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION​The next distribution will be on August 15.  We are again inviting you to fill a box up as 
we did before Thanksgiving.  We have a list of items on the bulletin table.  It lists one item a day; you need not do it 
in that specific order.  People will get a box for each family (with exceptions for very large families). We are also 
accepting donations of reusable grocery bags. Thank you for generously being part of this ministry. 
 
PRAYER CARDS​ Prayer Cards have been printed.  When you have a prayer, we invite you to write it down, 
and place it in the offering plate.  You are also invited to speak your prayer when all are invited.  If it is a person, 
you may simply say their name aloud, or hold it in your heart. 
 
RUTH CIRCLE SUMMER PARTY  This event will be Wednesday at ‘Regina’s Party House,’ 1148 Brookview 
Circle, Pickerington,  43147.  11:30 am to 1:30  pm. Please let Muriel know what you will be bringing by July 15. 
 
CALENDAR 
July 22 - Ruth Circle Summer Party (see announcement) 
August 13 - Paraclete Post Packing Day, 9:30 AM 
September 26 - Women’s Retreat 
 
BIBLE STUDY​ ​ Wednesdays at 6:30pm! The Zoom link and 
phone number are on the front page on the bulletin. 

 


