
​ ​ 1 of 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Hope Lutheran Church Worship Service 

December 14th, 2025​ ​ 10:00 a.m.  

Live streaming on Facebook at HopeLutheranChurchCbus 

Zoom info: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87022443010?pwd=Vb20CctLVvbwCWNabXQoU9d1ebbgip.1 

Meeting ID: 870 2244 3010​ ​ Passcode: 681468 ​ ​ Tel: +1-309-205-3325 

 
​
WELCOME​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s 
reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence 
among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection 
and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the 
wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87022443010?pwd=Vb20CctLVvbwCWNabXQoU9d1ebbgip.1
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose 
salvation is sure. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Long-expected God, 
C: We confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can 
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of 
war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from 
self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in 
God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the 
hope you have promised. Amen. 
P: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You 
are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 
C: Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN  ​  ​ ​ Rejoice, Rejoice, Belivers ​​ ​ (ELW 244) 
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GREETING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: And also with you.  

KYRIE​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (TFF 20) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

A: Give glory to the coming King.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: Oh, come, let us worship him.​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
A: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;​​ ​ ​ ​
C: Those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined.​ ​ ​
A: As we light the three candles on the Advent wreath, we sing the first three verses of the 
hymn. 

LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR MESSIAH ​ ​ ​ ​ (ELW 240) 
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P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets spoke of a day 
when the desert would blossom, and waters would break forth in the wilderness. Bless us 
as we light the candles on this wreath. Strengthen our hearts as we wait for the coming of 
the Lord. May his light pierce the darkness of this world, for he is our light and our 
salvation. ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: Blessed be God forever. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
A: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, 
C: And strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk 
in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING ​                                      ​    ​ ​ Isaiah 35:1-10 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters 
shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall 
become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be 
called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no 
traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the 
ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be 
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 
R:  Word of God, Word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 146 
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
who keeps promises forever; 
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
The LORD sets the captive free. 
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the LORD loves the righteous.  
The LORD cares for the stranger; 
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
The LORD shall reign forever, 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
 
SECOND READING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ James 5:7-10 
Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 
for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 
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late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, 
brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 
R:  Word of God, Word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (TFF pg. 32) 
Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
P: When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at 
me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What, then, did you go 
out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those born of 
women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
YOUNG PEOPLE SERMON 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC​ Revelation 19:1  

Words and Music: Jeffrey LaValley Choral Setting: Jack Schrader 

Hallelujah, salvation and glory​

Honor and power unto the Lord, our God​

For the Lord, our God, is mighty​

Yes, the Lord, our God is omnipotent​

The Lord, our God, he is wonderful (3X)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

Altos: All praises be to the King of Kings​
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For the Lord of Lords, He is wonderful. (2X)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

Sopranos: Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, He is wonderful. 

(2X)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

Tenors: Hallelujah, salvation and glory​

Honor and power, He is wonderful (2X) 

All parts (3X, 2nd time a cappella) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
© Used under license from Peer International Corporation 

SERMON 
​  
HYMN OF THE DAY​   ​ ​ ​ He Came Down​ ​ ​ (TFF 37) 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the 
third day, he rose again.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A: God of grace, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
WE SHARE PEACE 
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS​ AND THANKOFFERING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
QUIET TIME​  

OFFERTORY​​ ​ ​ Let The Vineyards​                                  (TFF pg. 36)  

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest of seeds that were sown, that we may be fed the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and dreams of all, unite them with the prayers we offer. 
Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A: Nourishing God, 
C: You are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy 
our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom 
come. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: The Lord be with you.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: And also with you.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: Lift up your hearts.​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: We lift them to the Lord.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

SANCTUS​ ​ ​ Holy, Holy, Holy​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (TFF pg. 38) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, Lord God of power and might. 
Heaven and Earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

SHARING THE MEAL 

COMMUNION HYMNS   ​ ​ Come By Here​ ​ ​ (TFF 43)​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ I’ve Got Peace Like a River​ ​ (TFF 258) 

BLESSING​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
P: The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.​
C: Amen. 
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CANTICLE​ ​ ​ Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise​ ​ (TFF pg. 41) 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell everyone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name 

Send us with your promises O God; 

and lead us forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving, with shouts of thanksgiving, 

With shouts of thanksgiving, Alleluia 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER​  

A: God, our host, 
C: At this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the 
feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION 
P: May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG ​  ​ On Jordan’s Bank the Baptists Cry​ ​ (ELW 249) 
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DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

+++ 
Liturgy and hymns reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2005. Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44026.  Hymns reprinted by permission from 
OneLicense.net.  License number A-720323.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Participants This Week 

Preaching and Presiding:​ Pastor Julianne Smeck​ ​ ​                ​ ​ ​ ​
Ministers:  All worshippers​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ Bassist:  Dan Abell  Guitar: Kurt Keljo Drummer: Seth Daily  ​ Pianist: Robert Wade 

Reader: Muriel Scruggs 
Worship Assistant: Lawrence Hendrix 
Acolyte: Arianna Fentress 
Usher:  Kim Fedrick 
Worship Leaders Next Week 
Reader: Kim Fedrick 
Worship Assistant: Janet Ligon 
Acolyte: Deven McDaniel 
Usher: Barbara McDaniel 
Phone Numbers 

Pr. Smeck: ​ cell​ 734.972.6126​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Hope Office:​ ​ 614.258.6634​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

PRAYER REQUESTS ​ ​ Michel Leonhart, The Nelson Family, Grace Winfrey, Karen Davis, Travis 
Davis, Francene Travis, Morris Scruggs, Nancy Cofer, Florine Castleman, Billy Gillyard, Judy Smeck, 
Margaret Belcher, Monica Price, The Calhoun Family 
 
ANNIVERSARIES: Michel and Susan Leonhart (20th) 
 
FROM THE NELSON FAMILY​ ​ With grateful hearts and humble gratitude, the family of Pearl Clopton 
wishes to thank everyone for their prayers, many kind expressions of love, and sympathy during our time of loss.  
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING​ Will be held TODAY following the service.  

EASTSIDE FELLOWSHIP ADVENT CONCERT​The concert will take place TODAY at 4:00 p.m. at St. Philip 
Episcopal, 166 Woodland Ave. Columbus, 43203. 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER​6:30 PM on Wednesday. You are invited to join us in the sanctuary at Hope 
or online. Meeting ID: 870 2244 3010​ ​ Passcode: 681468 ​ ​ Tel: +1-309-205-3325 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE​ Will be at 7:00 PM on Christmas Eve! 

THE PASTOR’S SABBATH  is on Thursday and Friday each week. 
PROPERTY CONCERNS​  After many years of faithful service, Adam Viney is retiring as chair of the 
property committee.  Because you can now communicate property issues via email 

 

http://onelicense.net
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(hopelutheranchurchproperty@gmail.com), the committee has decided one chairperson isn’t necessary. This is a 
strong team, and they will respond quickly. 
 
CALENDAR 
December 14 - Congregational Meeting following service 
December 14 - Eastside Fellowship Advent Concert, 4:00 PM 
December 17 - Holden Evening Prayer 
December 24 - Christmas Eve Service, 7:00 PM 
 
GIVE WITH THE VENMO APP ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
To give offerings and tithes via Venmo:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Download the Venmo app​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
*Set up bank account info, or debit card info​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Touch “Pay” or “Request” at the bottom​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Enter the church cell phone number. (614) 907-3869​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
*Church user name —  @HopeLilley-820                   ​ ​ ​ ​   ​                ​ ​
*Enter offering amount​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Note:  When setting up an account, select “Private: mode for transactions.​  

General Offerings @ 12/7/25        

Received: $124,379 

Anticipated: $129,320 

Over / (Short): ($4,941)​  

Capital Improvements: $1,153 

 


